













































































National Capital Preshytery: 2015 Urban Ministry Visioning Project FAITH CHURCH

minimal: $5. The program is organized by laypersons. FLOW promotion
mostly via Twitter, Facebook, cards. Other ministry ideas include: Game
Night, Movie Night, “Sidewalk” Sunday School (hop-scotch/bible verses;
sidewalk ministry to passers-by). Novel evangelism strategies needed; “old-

school” methods do not work.

Average 11 AM Sunday attendance is about 45-50 except during summer
when services are held earlier at 10 AM and attendance is about 25. Yet,
church programs are offered that open the church on more than on Sundays
& Wednesdays. The Building Your Faith Institute meets during the week
(Tuesday and Thursday) and is led by laypersons. This ministry is dealing
with women’s issues and men'’s issues, addressing various topics in four-to-

six week sessions.

We are learning from these exploratory experiences to try different
approaches to reach out to the community. We’ve found it wise to (a) stick
with “start-up” projects long enough for them to become more viable; and (b)

learn from mistakes; if it doesn’t work, try something else.

In your opinion, what are THE two characteristics of your church that
best serve the needs of the: (a) members? (b) surrounding

community?

One of the things that helps the church serve the needs of the congregation is
its willingness to explore new ideas and try new approaches, activities. When
a church is faced with limited financial resources and other types of
challenges, this “open-mindedness” and not being stuck in the “we’ve always
done it this way” attitude helps members to be more open to exploring

options that strengthen their potential.

This benefits the church and the community. For example, Faith partners,
where possible, with other neighborhood congregations regardless of

denomination, to engage in community outreach ministry. For example, a
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